No Way To Get 'Respect For Law’

The tougher penalties rushed
through the state House for trespass
wiolations and eontempt of court
won't end Tacial protest demonsira-
tion. in North Carolina.
1t anything, final passage of these
Bills now could make a bad situation
worse, They would fortify the Ne-
geo's belief that the levers of
power are sct against him and his
only effectiv
extradegal prote: ations.
For clearly these tough new pen-
alties are directed at Negrnes. They
proposed 25 remedies for a
general weakness in the penalty pro-
visions, And they have had little
consideration except in the light of
the legislators' own annoyance
the extension of profest demanstra-
tions to the hotel which serves a3 a
Raleigh heme for so many of them
fed logislation produced
against such a backaround is rarely
wise legislation. And there is no lack

response is through

over

ut mml objections to the Tesults

"As e legilater polnted out, the
new contempt penalty would mean
that even & justice of the peace
could sentence a person 0 ane year
in prison without a jury trial and

without the opportunity for appe:
1t woul dangerous folly for
Nortn Carolina 1o legalize such ex-

cossive punishment
fenses. 1t would be fo
think tough per
demmonstrations.
threat of added months in jail
might thin the ranks of the
strators. But elass legislat
sort won't reduce the ‘disrespect
for the law"" that ane legislator cited
as the reasan for seeking longer jail
terms and heavier fines.

On the eontrary, legislation of this
sort. would

minor o
v, too, to
ties would end the

rage “disrespect
for the Taw” nnd make the conclu-
sion of North Carolina’s protest

demonstrations that much harder to
reach



